POOR LAW UNIONS, &c. (IRELAND). 
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COPY of the Commission for inquiring what Alterations may be beneficially 
made in the Number and Boundaries of Poor Law Unions and Electoral 
Divisions in Ireland-^ and Copy of the Instructions issufed^to the 
Commissioners. 




Whitehall, 

28 March 1848. J 



DENIS LE MARCHANT. 



COMMISSION for inquiring what Alterations may be beneficially made in the 

Number and Boundaries of Poor Law Unions and Electoral Divisions in 

Ireland. 

VICTORIA R. 

Victoria, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith; To Our trusty and well-beloved Thcmas 
Aiskcw Larmn and William E. Delves Broiightcn, Esquires, Captains in our Corps 
of Engineers, and Charles Sharman Crawfordy Esquire, greeting: Whereas 
We have thought it expedient that a Commission should forthwith issue for the pur- 
pose of inquiring and reporting what altemtions may he beneficially made in the 
Number and Boundaries of Poor Law Unions and Electoral Divisions in that part 
of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, having due 
regard to the extent, population and valuation of such Unions and Electoral 
Divisions respectively : 

Now KNOW YE, That We, being well satisfied of your xeal, ability and fitness 
for the said Office, have authorized and appointed, and do by these presents 
authorize and appoint you, the said Thomas Aiskew Larccru, William ,E. Delves 
Broughton, and Charles ^hanuan Crawford, to be Our Commissioners for the pur- 
poses aforesaid: And We do hereby give and grant to you, or any Two of you, lull 
power and authority to call before you such of the Guardians of the said Unions, 
and all such other persons as you may judge likely to afford you any infoimation 
upon the subject of this inquiry, and to inquire of and concerning the premises 
by all other lawful ways aud means whatsoever : And We do by these presents 

will and ordain that this Our Commission shall continue in full force and virtue; 
aud that you, Our said Commissioners, or any Two of you, may from time to 
time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein 
contained, although the same be not continued from time to time by adjournment. 

And Our further will and pleastu-e is, that you. Our said Commissioners, upon 
due inquiry into the premises, do report to Us in writing, under your hands and 
seals, your several proceedings under and by virtue of this Our Commission, 
together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises. 

And We further authorize and empower you to report to Us your proceedings 
under this Commission from time to time, should you judge it expedient so to do. 

Given at Our Court at Saint James’s, the Seventeenth day of March 1848, 
in the Eleventh year of Our reign. 

By Her Majesty’s command, 

(signed) G. Grey. 



214. 



Gentlemen, 
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2 COMMISSION FOR INQUlllING INTO POOR LAW UNIONS 



COPY of the Instructions issued to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Whitehall, 27 March 1848. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you the accom- 
panying Commission ; and I am to address to you the following observations for 
your guidance in the discharge of the duty entrusted to you. 

A.s regards Unions, recent experience has proved that many of them are incon- 
veniently large, and a reduction of their size, and consequent formation of new 
Unions, may in some eases be assumed to be desirable. 

With reference to this branch of the duty entrusted to you, you will inquire 
and report as to each of the existing Unions — 

1. Wliether the Workhouse is situated at a market town or other conve- 
nient central place, to which the Guardians are in the habit of resorting. 

2. Whether the size and other geographical circumstances of the Union 
are such as to prevent the Guardians and Relieving Officers from attending 
the Board without serious interruption to their other duties. 

3. AVhether the same circumstances prevent the applicants for relief, who 
desire or who may be required to attend the Board, from doing so without 
serious inconvenience. 

4. Whether the amount of population and pauperism in each Union is 
greater than would render it possible for the Guardians, in ordinary times, 
to transact the business of the Union conveniently on one day in the week. 

And, lastly, what alterations it would be advisable to make in the 
Boundaries of existing Unions, and what new Unions it would be desirable 
to form, in order to meet the wants of the country on the points above 
adverted to, or any others which may present themselves in the com-se of 
your inquiries; due regard being had to the position of the existing Work- 
houses, and the charge to be incurred in the erection of new Workhouses. 

With regard to Electoral Divisions, you will inquire and report as to each 
of such Divisions — 

1 . Whether the extent and other circumstances are such as to enable the 
inliabitants to feel a community of interest, and to co-operate without 
difficulty for thek general welfare. 

2. Whether the proportion between the value, capabilities and population 
beai’s as fair a ratio to those of the adjoining Electoral Divisions as permanent 
local circumstances admit. 

The case of large towns requires special considei-ation. The elements connected 
with their social organization differ materially from those of rural districts ; and 
while, on the one hand, it may be desirable to keep them separate; on the other, 
this might throw an undue burden on the towns ; your attention will, therefore, 
be directed to the most equitable mode of apportioning the burden. 

Lastly. Regard being had to the preceding considerations, you will inquire and 
report — 

What alterations it will be desirable to make in the Boundaries of 
particular Electoral Divisions. 

2. What Electoral Divisions ought to be reduced in extent. 

3. And what new Electoral Divisions it may be desirable to form. 




In 
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AND ELECTORAL DIVISIONS IN IRELAND. 3 

In considering the formation of new Unions or new Electoral Divisions of a 
mailer size than those now existing, yon will bear in mind the means of forming 
Boards of Guardians so composed as to be able, from their intelligence and 
knowledge of business, to conduct the administration of the Poor Law with dne 
regard to the local benefit of their constituents and to the general interests of the 
country. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Denis Le Marchant. 



Captain Thos. Aiskew Larcom, R, E. 
Captain Wm. E, Delves Broughton, R. E. 
Charles Sharman Crawford, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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